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Radi o schools are not all the sane. As you investigate each
school, it will becone quite obvious that each school offers
different levels of training in radio broadcasting.

Unfortunately, sone radio schools, anmpbunt to nothing nore

than social gatherings with little or no time devoted to

the student's true needs and expectations, often using outdated
or poorly functioning equipnent.

Meanti me other schools which may be affiliated with a university,
are excellent, utilising today's equipnment, but beyond the

reach of nost students because of their Iimted annual intake,
geographic location or high entry fees.

An interesting exercise is on the hone page of our radio
school site where you can “rate a radi o school”

www. r adi oschool . bi z

Here's what’s been happening in the wonderful and bew | dering
world of radio since we |last connected in Cctober

Any conments you have about anything you read here pl ease
I et me have them

Anyt hi ng you need help or advice with...ask. If | can't
provi de the answer 1'Il find someone who can



If you'd like to contribute an article...you re wel cone.

You can reach me at ian@l |l aboutradi o. net

G Day | an
As usual, an interesting and thought provoking newsletter
Some t houghts on issues you raised in "The Radi o Wave"

1) Ad Breaks

I"msurprised that this has even becone an issue. The fact
that it has shows how isol ated Radi o has becone fromit's
audi ence.

Wrking in a radio station, if you watch during an ad break,
you will see how peoples eyes start to gl aze over about half
way through the third ad and by the end of the fourth their
attention is totally el sewhere (unless they are a sales

rep. listening for one of their new clients).

And t hese people are professionals who are being paid to
listen !! Don't they notice they're own reactions to |ong

ad breaks ? O, if they do, why can't they relate that feeling
back to their audi ence??

(Ck, we really do know why, [insert your favourite PD/ Bean
counter joke here])

Thi nk about how many times you have driven the car on a short
trip with the radio on your favourite "nusic" station and
heard nothi ng but ads, pronmps etc fromthe tinme you | eft hone
till you reached the shops? It happens way too often !

[begin old-tinmer grunbling routine]

Radi o has to re-awaken to the fact that it is part of the
entertai nment industry, not just any industry. That the
listeners are not a product to be packaged like chips and
sold to the advertisers.

The |listeners are an *audi ence*, who, aware of conmercia
reality, are prepared to listen to a few ads in order to pay
for their entertai nnment.

If the station gets greedy and charges to high a price for
the entertai nment they provide (ie plays to many ads),
then the audience will vote with the "seek" button or turn
on the np3 pl ayer.

2) Ratings

Does the Arbitron PPMand it's cousins count TSL or "Exposure"
to a station? e.g. |If a person wearing a PPM wal ks past a
shop that has Station X playing on the radio. Does the PPM
count the 10 seconds or so it takes to wal k past

the shop as points for Station X or does it nmeasure in

| arger bl ocks ?

There is a bhig difference between being "exposed" to a station
and "listening" to it.



Best Regards
Eric Brodrick

COWMENT: As far as the PPMis concerned, Arbitron tell me that
the device stores a code every 30 seconds so, in your exanple,
it's possible that the PPM woul d detect the audio.

However you should note that the radio i ndustry in whichever
mar ket has to tell Arbitron how nuch exposure they want to
credit Tinme Spent Listening (TSL) which is the sane as in the
current ratings diary system In Australia the nunber of people
who |istened for at least 8 mnutes in any particular 15

m nutes i s shown.

In the USif there is FIVE minutes of listening to the sane
station in a clock quarter hour, they credit 15 m nutes of
listening.

So the PPMis set to use the definition that the industry wants.

Bob Stuart in the seaside paradi se of Noosa, Australia, emils
The Radi o Wave:

Speaki ng of People Meters, as soon as they're adopted,

radio stations will be falling over thenselves offering free
spots to supermarkets to entice themto play the station
through their PAs. Maybe that way, the stations could

get rid of announcers altogether and just rely on their
(PPMs) to win big figures in the survey. (Sarcasn.

Best wi shes,
Bob.

COMMENT: Good point actually. Although | suppose the percentage
of people entering a particular store and who are taking part
in a survey and thus carrying a PPM woul d be fairly small

H | an,

| was very interested in your article about increased cancer
rates anong people living near radio transmitting antennas.

In the past | worked in several environnments where | was

| ocated directly beneath the transmitting antenna, once at

a Tel evision station and another tinme when | worked on board
Radi o Caroline South.

You probably renmenber the situation at Caroline, the huge
transmtting antenna was situated on the foredeck just a
few feet from our broadcasting studio.

I worked at Radio Caroline for just over a year an during that
time we were constantly surrounded by powerful RF waves so
one woul d imagi ne that there would be a significant, negative
heal th i nmpact upon us.

I had another, simlar, experience working at a TV station
in Canada where the transmtter was | ocated inside the
operations control room adjacent to the offices and studi os,
t he antenna was | ocated about 20 feet away from the buil ding.



In total | probably spent about 3 years living with a whole
bunch of RF as ny working conpani on.

How am | today? Well 1've lost nost of ny hair, ny nmenory
isn't what it used to be, | ache when | get out of bed in
the nmorning and | don't nopve around as quickly as | once did
but 1I'm now past 60 years of age so | accept these nual adi es
as part of the aging process but, other than that, | amin
pretty good health and, touch wood, cancer free.

Qoviously it is difficult to know definitively if RF waves
contribute to causing cancer, it is quite possible, but ny
personal experience does not reflect that theory.

Al'l the best Ian,
St eve Young

COVMENT: Sonet hing that we weren’'t aware of at the time but
sonmething | heard many years later...it seens that there were
nunerous rust patches in the hull of the M Amigo (the ship that
housed Radi o Caroline) belowthe waterline that were caused

by the interaction of the sea water and RF (radi ated frequency)
waves fromthe powerful transmitter.

Anyway we appear to have survived, Steve. WlIl, so far so good!
At least |'ve still got nmy hair. As for ny nmenory...er...what
were we discussing...??

Mail is always wel come here at The Radio Wave. Send it to:

i an@l | about r adi 0. net

Ti m St ackpool notes that the previous issue stated: “Wel cone
to the thirty-second issue of The Radi o Wave” and points out
that the newsletter was, in fact, nore than 30 secs.

My reply was: “Not if you're into speed reading!”

End of conedy segnent.

It was sad to hear of the death of BBC broadcasting | egend
JOHN PEEL.

Qur paths crossed only briefly when we both were working on
the UK “pirate” stations in the 60's. He was on Radi o London
and | was on Radio Caroline.

Even in those early days he used his position to chanpion
new nusi cal talent. A reputation which continued to grow
when he cane ashore and joined the BBC s then new Radi o One.

He had an amazing ability to spot new nusic, bands and trends.
In the 60s he pioneered revolutionary acts |ike The Vel vet
Underground and | recall hearing Jinmm Hendrix for the first

time on his Radio London program

In the early 70s he was the first to play T Rex and David
Bowi e.



In the md 70s he became enanoured with Punk and played bands
i ke The Undertones and The Sex Pistols at a tinme when other
stations regarded themas “unlistenable.”

He pronoted reggae and hi p-hop —which introduced both to a
mai nst r eam audi ence.

John suffered from di abetes and had been on holiday in the
Peruvian city of Cuzco with wife Sheila when he was taken ill.

His contribution to the devel opment of popul ar nmusic over
four decades is i nmeasurabl e.

Now. ..is there anyone who will take up his banner? And, if
there is, will they be all owed?

It’s on again. Another attenpt at a world record for hosting
t he | ongest radio show in the world

This time it’s an internet station. (Is that allowabl e?)

ROY SANDBROOK of the U.K.'s Streani ng Radio..

Webl i nk:  www. stream ngradi o.co. uk ..

will attenpt to stay on the air

for a full six days in a bid to break the UK's current record
of 33 hours held by Nick Lawence on BBC Three Counties Radio
in 2001.

He will also be trying to beat Swiss radio DJ Christoph
Stockli's record from 2002 which |asted an incredi ble 105
hour s!

Roy will start the attenpt at 8am UK time on Thursday 18th
Novenber 2004 and try to reach Wednesday 24th November 2004.

For the attenpt to be accepted the rules include having two

witnesses in the studio at all tines and the whol e show has

to be videoed as evidence and sent back to the Gui nness Book
of Records for checking.

During the marathon he’ll be helping to raise noney for
several charities and noney can be donated through the website.

Rat her himthan nme. And | speak from experience.

After al nbost seventy years of broadcasting around the world
SW SS RADI O | NTERNATI ONAL has broadcast its |last prograns on
shortwave and satellite.

Now it’ Il be available in nine | anguages on the internet.

Swi ss Radi o becanme fanmpous as a neutral broadcaster during
World War Two and the Cold War.

Personally | becane very famliar with their newscasts when
working on UK pirate radio as we used to nmonitor (in other



words “steal”)some of their content and re-wite it for our
own news!

A surreal sight greeted passers-by at the transm ssion
tower of news radio KKOB in Al buguerque, New Mexi co.

The mast appeared to be under attack by Snokey Bear and
the there were three people clinbing down the structure
who hadn’t initially clinbed up

Turns out it was a Snokey Bear hot-air balloon taking
part in the Al buquerque International Balloon Fiesta
that had tangled with the 213 neter tower. The 69-year-
old pilot and his two passengers, ages 10 and 14, had
to clinb down the interior |adder

The station shut down the 50Kw transmitter as rescuers
nmet the three shaken survivors about 30 neters above
the ground and brought them down.

The sane weekend another U.S. radio tower experienced
trouble. Country Miusic WVMSK i n Morganfield, Kentucky
was knocked down by a utility conmpany boom truck that
had been left on a hill.

Apparently the brake that had been set failed and the
vehicle rolled down the hill breaking some of the mast’s
support cabl es and down she cane!

Station Program Director Don Sheridan said ruefully:
“It’s just spread all over the field out there.”

There’s a hypothesis that if you drop food onto the fl oor
you can still eat it as long as you pick it up within
five seconds. | guess the thinking is that this is not

| ong enough for germs to junmp on (?)

Is this an urban | egend or fact? The afternoon show s
GENE & JULIE on W.TM Atlanta put it to the test.

Wth a doctor fromthe |ocal school of Medicine watching
on they dropped three itens on the clean kitchen floor
(A clean kitchen in a radio station??)

A Baby Ruth candy bar (“Bursting with peanuts, rich
caranmel and chewy nougat”), a slice of pizza and a baby’s
paci fier.

Resul t? The candy bar was safe, the pacifier was OK as
long as it was washed off before going back into the
infantile nmouth but pizza attracts bacteria like a
magnet and shoul d be trashed i medi ately.

Once again radio cones to the fore when inportant public
i ssues need to be resol ved.

NEW MJUSI C



VWhat the hell is Reggaeton?

Well, if the Sirius Satellite Network (U.S.A) are to be
believed it’s the fastest growi ng nusic genre on a gl oba
scal e.

On the basis of which they’ve | aunched a new Reggaet on show
on their WAX 42 channel every Sunday ni ght.

So what is it? It’s a conbination of reggae with Latin sounds.

Hmm Just might work you know.

Al'so on Sirius...white rapper EM NEM has | aunched his new
“Slim Shady” fornmat SHADE 45.

But as a | ead-up stunt a few days before the official |aunch
he played a rotation of soft AC songs such as Kenny Roger’s
“Lady”, Barbra Streisand & Barry G bb's “Guilty” and sone
Barry Manil ow.

This was all tied together with sweepers parodying a Light ‘n
Easy station’'s sweepers with sonme wild hip-hop VO s added to
the m x.

In the UK the DRDB (Digital Radi o Devel opnment Bureau) has

| aunched a newl y designed consuner website. The DAB nar ket
has certainly grown since the site first |launched in Decenber
2002. There is now nore than triple the product avail able
in stores. Retailers have grown from 600 to 6, 000.

Over the next four years, the DRDB forecasts sone 12 million
DAB digital radios will be sold in the UK, neking the market
worth nearly half a billion pounds by the end of 2008.

Webl i nk: www. di gi t al radi onow. com

The U. S. Governnment is going to shut down the Internet in order
to fix once and for all the problens of illegal downl oading
of nmusic and easily accessible porn

Well that’s the story the Reality Radi o Morning Show on W LD
96. 3 Fort Wayne convinced many of its |isteners was correct
after presenters GOOSE and VAN read the "official" fax on
the air. Business, city government officials, TV stations
and three Internet Service Providers called in panic.

By 5 pm GOOSE and VAN had government officials back-tracking
on the planned shutdown because of the potential tremendous
| oss of revenue.

They linked President BUSH s email to the station's Wb site
and started OPERATI ON PURE NET, an honour systemletting the
Presi dent know that you wouldn't illegally download nusic or



porn. The Web site | ogged over a 1000 hits.

No response was received fromthe President. | guess he had
nore inportant things on his mnd at the tine!

(If you want to see the REAL end of the internet go to
http://ww. shibum .org//eoti.htmlt’'s worthwhile!)

The plan is to grow the list of people taking this e-letter
and encourage interactivity fromour readers.

To do this | need your help
If there is anyone you know either in or outside the radio
i ndustry who would |ike to receive THE RADI O WAVE pl ease

sinmply ask to be subscribed by sending a blank e-nail to:

radi owave@l | about r adi 0. net

As you know it's free and you can unsubscribe at any tine.
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