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The 2004 update of "The Begi nners' Guide To Becom ng A Radio
Star" is now on-line

It’'s a far reaching e-book for radi o begi nners or people who
want to make radio their career. Al the information you'l

di scover here is "the basics" of radio. Stuff that applies
anywhere in the world where professional comercial radio

i s established.

www. al | about r adi 0. net

G DAY

Ww. | can’'t believe we're up to the 27'h. issue of the Radio
Wave newsletter. That’'s just about enough words to fill a
book. Actually, | once wote a book but it was rejected for

publication because of excessive use of the word "Throbbing"

If there's anything you read in it on which you'd like to
comrent ...feel free

(")



Anyt hing you need help or advice with...ask. If | can't
provide the answer |'Il find someone who can

If you d like to contribute an article...you' re wel cone.

You can reach ne at ian@l | aboutradi o. net

GREETI NGS FROM BRENTWOCD BAY BRI TI SH COLUMBI A !

I STARTED MY RADI O CAREER 33 YEARS AGO, ON THE ALL NI TE SHOW
AS 'THE JGCK " AND YOUR NEWSMAN. THIS | S WHERE | LEARNED
"THE HUNT AND PECK---USE CAPS APPROACH' ) SO PLEASE EXCUSE
THE ' LOUD ' CAPS. YOU KNOW..COLD DOCGS. . .

I HAVE A FEW BUDS WHO WHEN WE GET TOGETHER BEMOAN THE STATE
OF AN | NDUSTRY WE MADE A CAREER I N

NAMELY, IT'S RUN BY SALESMEN, MANAGED BY STAI D DI NOSAURS WHO
ARE MORE | NTERESTED I N THEI R GOLF HANDI CAP, WHO THEN G VE ALL
THE PONER TO PROGRAM DI RECTORS, WHO RECENTLY READ " MEIN KAEMPF’
AND HAVE TAKEN THE JOB BECAUSE THEY NEVER MADE | T ON THE AIR
AND LI KE BAD PARENTS ARE NOW GO NG TO TAKE IT OUT I N THEIR

CHI LDREN. . . US. .. THE GRUNTS.

I F RADI O OANERS COULD REPLACE ANNOUNCERS ALTOGETHER W TH
TECHNOLOGY THEY WOULD. .| N A HEARTBEAT. | DON T KNOW ABOUT

THE REST OF THE WORLD, BUT IN TOO MANY STATIONS I N THI S COUNTRY,
YOU COULD DRI VE A DUMP TRUCK LOADED W TH NI TROGLYCERI N THROUGH
ON THE WEEKENDS AND NOT ONE EMPLOYEE WOULD SUSTAI N ANY KI ND OF
I NJURY. . . BECAUSE NO ONE' S THERE!

MOST STATI ONS ARE HI RI NG PART TI ME ONLY. MANY STATI ONS SUBSCRI BE
TO “CONSULTANTS” WHO MAKE THE BI BLE LOOK LI KE A ROVP THROUGH
"WNN E THE POO " WHAT' S REALLY M SSING | S PASSI ON FOR THE BI Z.

I DI OTS WHO HAVE ZERO PECPLE SKILLS ARE NOT A GREAT WAY TO RUN

A BUSI NESS , PRODUCE A PROFIT OR A GOOD PRODUCT.

SO YES ! | WOULD LIKE TO SUBSCRIBE TO " ALL ABOUT RADIO " W TH
GREAT DI SPATCH. | KNOW MORE PEOPLE THAT GOT OQUT OF RADI O BECAUSE
OF THE ABOVE, THAN SANK WTH THE TI TANI C. AT LEAST THEY PLAYED
MUSI C WHEN THEY WVENT DOWN.

BEST REGARDS

ROBERT HENDERSON
FREELANCE BROADCASTER AND GRUWPY CLD MAN !
417 PRODUCTI ONS

COMMENT: What are you trying to say? Speak up Bob! (Only
ki ddi ng)

Since this newsletter first started 27 i ssues back |I’ve had
ongoing letters |like the one above. People with a passion for
radi o whose passion has turned to a disgust with what’s
happening in some areas of the business.



Any response? ian@l | aboutradi 0. net

In the previous issue of The Radio Wave | ran a story about
Cl ear Channel testing a program called ContentCheck that can
allow up to ten mnutes of delay as opposed to the usua
seven. This is as a result of the profanity legislation in
the U. S

| said that if it takes longer than seven seconds for a
presenter or producer to hit that button they sure shouldn’t
have a license to drive a car!

Bob Price sent this..

<Long delay times are not new... The ABC (Australian Broadcasting
Cor poration) used 2 or nore hour delay during Daylight Saving
periods, for the benefit of other non DS States.

| believe that the reason for it on the CC Network would be so
that relays have a chance to get rid of any things that they
may consider in bad taste, or even suable.

After their recent troubles probably a good idea

Have fun ..
Bob Price>

COMMENT: True. OF course | was referring to studio del ay
systens that have an inbuilt “dump” function not program
net wor ki ng del ays.

And on the subject of the new radio indecency |aws in Anerica
the Benchmark Conpany took an on-line poll of over 600 radio
listeners between the ages of 18 and 65.

It found that only 4% are "frequently of fended" by what they
hear on the radi o, as opposed to 83% who said they are "not
of fended" (9% said they are "occasionally of fended," and 4%
responded that they "can't say").

O her questions/findings include: Should HOMRD STERN and
ot her controversial radio personalities have the content
of their prograns regul ated?

No -- 84%
Yes -- 11%
Not Sure -- 5%

What kind of inpact do you think that increased censorship
of commrercial radio programming will have on your overal
enj oynent of radio?



More enjoyable -- 11%
Less enjoyable -- 76%
No i npact -- 10%
Not sure -- 03%

Twenty years ago PAUL THOWMPSON nortgaged his house to set up
the first conmercial FM nusic station in Adel ai de. (For
overseas readers: that's the capital city of the state of South
Australi a)

These days Paul is Chief Exec. and Director of the DMG network
|l aunched in Australia 4% years ago. DMG Radio Australia is
owned by the Daily Miil and General Trust Group, which has
substantial nedia interests in the UK and other internationa
mar ket s.

Last month he attained his dream of conpleting a DMG nati ona
networ k of Nova stations after wi nning the new Bri sbane FM
licence for a top bid of aus.$80 mllion and the new Sydney
licence for aus.$106 nmillion. Yet to cone...a new FM licence
up for bids in Ml bourne in August.

The Nova stations are a national success story. And, | really
believe a small part of the success of the cap. city operations
is due to their one mnute comrercial breaks and no nore than
two an hour. Meanwhile their conpetitors are still bangi ng away
with four and five mnute breaks.

| always thought that the name Nova was a strange nanme for a
radio station. The dictionary definition for a nova is “a star
showi ng a sudden | arge increase of brightness and then

subsi ding.”

For Paul Thonpson’s sake, let’s hope the definition
doesn’t becone reality.

An update on the launch of Air Anerica as reported in | ast
nmont h’ s Radi o Wave.

As | pointed out, talk radio, generally speaking, attracts an
ol der and nore conservative audience. This is true for any
country.

Consequently liberals and the |eft have felt frustratingly
di senf ranchi sed.

And so Air Anerica sawitself as a new |iberal |eaning network
for the disenfranchised. The idea was to rent tinme on vari ous
stations across the States.

Well, it’s been a disastrous |aunch starting with the |oss
of its Los Angel es and Chicago affiliates over what was all eged



to have been a bounced cheque.

It’s not going to be easy for Air Arerica to get air-tine
because any self-respecting talk station already have their
chosen and successful syndicated prograns in place.

Meantime the “network”, if you could call it that, is getting
really bad reviews fromradi o columists and journalists across
the country.

It seens that if any radio station in the U S. says on air:
“Traffic & Weat her TOGETHER' they could finish up in court.
Unl ess you work for the Infinity network.

Apparently Infinity has actually copyrighted the phrase

The words Traffic and Weather can be used but not in conjunction
with the word TOGETHER

Toget her now. “Whaaaaaat ?”

Sex scenes between a nmiddle aged man and a 15 year old boy in
17" century England are part of a play entitled “Plague” to
be broadcast by the BBC s Radio Three this nonth.

| suppose the Anerican accent woul d disqualify M chael Jackson
fromapplying for a role. (cheap shot)

DON' T TOUCH THAT DI AL

An altercation broke out when two wel ders at a council depot
in Aberdeen, Scotland got into a fight over which radio
station they wanted to listen to while they worked.

One of them switched the radio from BBC Radio 1 to BBC Radio 2
then the other changed it back. That’'s when the fight started.

Both of themwere fired and police say charges may be brought.

Pity the brawl wasn’'t recorded. It would have made a terrific
on-air prono for the BBC

The best way to nake a point about something, even a serious
sonmething, is with hunpour.

And ALANI'S MORRI SSETTE did just that during the 2004 Canadi an
musi ¢ awards The Junos.

Inspired by the Janet Jackson Super Bowl “wardrobe mal function”
she canme on stage wearing a robe and stated that: “Canadi ans”



live in a land where we still think the human body is beautifu
and we're not afraid of the fermale breast.”

She then took off the robe to reveal a comedy nude body suit
wi th fake nipples and pubic hair. To wild appl ause she announced:
“l amproud to be able to stand here and do this."

The announcer went along with gag and said: “we can't show
ni ppl es on national TV...and you can't show your pubic hair
either."

So she then ripped off the “tear-away” nipples and pubic hair.

Poi nt made am dst much | aughter and standi ng ovati on.

Pol ar Studi os in Sweden has been conpared to Sun Studios in
Menphi s where Elvis launched his career or Abbey Road in London
with the Beatles.

The first big albumrecorded there was Led Zeppelin's “In
Through the OQut Door” in 1978. Then foll owed hundreds of bands
and solo artists including the Backstreet Boys, Cenesis, the
Beasti e Boys, the Cardigans and Roxette and the Rolling Stones.
The studios’ biggest claimto fame is the fact that ABBA
recorded their last three al bums there.

Now Pol ar Studi os are shutting down this nonth because they
simply can’t afford the rent. Its owners say that two thirds
of their revenue goes on rent which is double the market rate
but the Stockhol m housing co-operative that owns the buil ding
refuses to negoti ate.

Sadly it now | ooks |ike becom ng office space

Lennart Oestlund, who's part-owner and one of the studio's
original sound engineers said: "l see it as a nuseum of
Swedi sh nmusic history, especially ABBA."

Consi deri ng ABBA brought nore nmoney into Sweden than Vol vo
ever did the Government should step in and attenpt to nmake it
just that.

Clothing chain, FCUK, is about to launch its own radio station
in the UK.

It will be available on Sky digital Channel, 934, on line at
fcuk.com and in FCUK stores.

The format will be new British nusic and the station’s positioner
will be “none of the hits, none of the tine"!
They' Il have to turn off the station conputers’ spell check or

it’s going to drive them crazy!



Those wild and crazy guys from MI'V' s “Jackass”, (and |’'ve got
to say it's difficult not to | augh at sonme of their stunts),
went wild and crazy in the studio at CFNY Toronto causing
breakfast/norning drive presenter DEAN BLUNDELL and his two
si deki cks to be suspended wi t hout pay.

Three of the Jackass crew were in town pronoting their “Don’t
Try This at Home” tour and becane a little disorderly when
they urinated on the studio floor and did the “unw apping
the mumy” act in which duct tape is used with the genital

or gans.

Hardly sounds like entertaining RADI O and certainly not worth
bei ng taken off air for.

I guess you had to be there.

Sydney rocker Triple MFM copped a flood of conplaints over
its Easter weekend count down.

They played the “100 rock songs Jesus would love if he were
alive”.

G veaways included | oaves and fi shes.

A dangerous stunt in ternms of potential |istener boycott but
cheeky and creati ve.

You' Il notice I'’mcontrolling myself here and not suggesting
my personal |ist of songs.

There's been an outbreak of illegal “pirate” stations getting
on the air in Florida.

Well now there’'s two less with the FCC hitting two operators
in Olando with fines of US$10K each.

They were both operating in the non-commercial part of the
band. One on 91.3 nmHz and the other on 91.7 nHz.

.4 mHz separation? There'd be a bit of nutual interference
there, wouldn't they?

Last month | reported on the Romani an jock who | ocked hinsel f
in his studio, threatened to junp froma balcony if they cut
himoff air, and denmanded the noney he was owed in back sal ary.

Well, there seens to be an outbreak of affirmative action by



di sgruntled presenters in the industry.

Now we hear of MEGAN MORSE at Top 40 operation WKZL/ Greensboro,
known to her listeners as DJ Strawberry. She felt that her

Fri day night show Club 107 wasn’'t getting enough pronotion.

So she decided to |l eave a parting gift.

Bei ng, as she was, pissed off, she decided that the contro
panel shoul d be pissed ON. Coffee’s bad enough but urine
and el ectronics is not a good m X

UNDERCOVER NEWS

This was Australia's first online Music site. Established in
1994, it features daily video news bulletins, live web cast
interviews, reviews, world charts and tour information

Its founder, Paul Cashnere, has had over 20 years of broadcasting
experience and founded Undercover as the world's first nusic
magazi ne on CD-ROM in 1994. He'll deliver a "daily music news"
headl ines into your nmailbox for free.

http://ww. under cover.com au

The plan is to grow the |ist of people taking this e-letter
and encourage interactivity from our readers.

To do this | need your help
If there is anyone you know either in or outside the radio
i ndustry who would like to receive THE RADI O WAVE pl ease

sinply ask to be subscribed by sending a blank e-mail to:

radi owave@l | about r adi 0. net

As you know it's free and you can unsubscribe at any tine.

Hey...if every subscriber signed one other person on we’'d
doubl e our base overnight. The nore people we have the nore
clout we can build in the industry.

Copyright 2004 |an MacRae



