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The 2004 update of "The Begi nners' Guide To Becom ng A Radio
Star" is now on-1line.

It’'s a far reaching e-book for radi o begi nners or people who
want to make radio their career. Al the information you'l

di scover here is "the basics" of radio. Stuff that applies
anywhere in the world where professional comercial radio

is established.

www. al | about r adi 0. net

Wel come to issue 26 of the Radi o Wave newsl etter.

Conments on anything you read in it are always very wel cone.
In fact, you may even want to contribute a story or editorial
Somet hi ng grunpi ng you about the industry? Let ne have it.

You can reach ne at ian@l | aboutradi o. net

VWE HAVE MAI L



H 1an,

I was interested to read your piece on the BBC. The fact is,
because of the incident nentioned in the article, the BBC has
lost all credibility among many people nmysel f included.

It probably won't surprise you to know that they are not the
easi est people to work with. | have enough trouble trying to
convince enployers of ny talent as it is (due to my having no
sight) without having the buck passed every tine you dea

with them

Every tinme you call themrequesting to speak to a specific

i ndi vidual, you get, "lI'msorry, he/she's out at |unch" which
seens to last from1l til 5 and when you finally speak to sonmeone
with half a brain you discover that the person you wanted to
speak to in the first place either left 25 years ago, is taking
a career break or in fact didn't even exist in the first place.

What the hell kind of a corporation is this!!!!

I still harbour anbitions of working in a civilised industry
like that in Australia though increasingly finding that

unl ess you are an Australian national or have the biggest
bucks anyone's ever seen the possibility becones | ess and
| ess.

| figured that to preserve both ny sanity, and to save the
industry 1'Il go set up a station on the north pole, what
do you think?

Yours in frustration and occasionally hope

Paul Bryce.

COWMENT: You could use the pole as your nmmst! Sorry..

LI CENCE BI DS VIRG N ON THE RI DI CULOUS

Rl CHARD BRANSON' S Virgin Radi o has partnered with John
Singleton’s Macquarie Radio (Talk 2GB and MOR 2CH) in Sydney
to bid for the new FM1licences in Sydney, Brisbane and

Mel bour ne.

Question. Wiy would Richard Branson need Singo or anybody
as a partner? He has the financial ability to bid on his own.

Coul d there be a hidden agenda here?

One effect this will have on the bidding is drive the price
up even hi gher forcing DMG (Nova FM), who desperately want
the licences, to go beyond what they expected to have

to pay.

Now why would Sir Richard want to do that?



THE BARBARI ANS ARE AT THE GATES!
The new i ndecency | aws as they affect radi o have been the
mej or industry story these past few weeks.

Therefore they play a major part in this nonth's Radi o Wave
stories.

Wiile this is an Arerican situation it’s sonething that has
the potential of spreading |like a bush fire and affecting
ot her countries who have a healthy commercial radio sector.

We need to be on our guard. Last week here in Australia the
Australian Fanmi |y Association, a pressure group led by the
conservative menber of parlianent the Reverend Fred Nil e,
made nmoves to have the French novie “lIrreversible” banned

This despite the fact that it has already been playing to
packed houses of responsible mature adults, who are able to
make their own choice of what filnms they see, for six weeks.
Fred's just woken up to it. OF course he hasn't seen it

By the way...he failed.

OK...that’'s novies. It's only a short junp to radio once
these people get encouraged by a few victories.

I’d love to get your thoughts on this.
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HOWARD STERN cl aimed he is the victimof a political and
financial canpaign driven by right-wi ng conservatives. He
is encouraging his listeners to vote agai nst President Bush
in revenge.

There’'s at | east ONE Congressman on Howard' s side. The
Denocrat JOSE SERRANO cane on his radi o show and called
Stern’s experience “scary” and “unfair”.

Cl ear Channel, the network whose stations dropped the show,

have nmeantine said that politics have nothing to do with
the deci si on.

Then, to add to the surreal atnosphere of this whole thing,
ultra-right wing conservative RUSH LI MBAUGH cane out on
Howard Stern’s side.

In an article in the Houston Chronicle he supported Howard’'s
rights to free speech although he did say he didn’t believe
Stern getting the flick fromsix Clear Channel stations had
anything to do with Howard having a go at Pres. Bush. He
called that a “l oony conspiracy theory”.



And i f anyone knows a | oony conspiracy theory when he hears
one it’s Rush Linbaugh.

The stupidest thing about all this, and underlining the truth
inthe saying: “ only in Americal”...is the fact that the FCC,
i n announcing that it had received nore indecency conplaints
so far in 2004 than all of last year, went on to say that

al nost all the conplaints so far were about JANET JACKSON S
breast!

530, 828 of the 530,885 conplaints were about the infanmous
Super bowl i ncident.

What the hell’s that got to do with radi o? Thanks Janet,
you prickl ehead.

Ampongst all the profanity passion a debate has arisen as to
whet her the standard seven seconds delay run by nost radio
stations is |ong enough.

Cl ear Channel have installed gear that can give up to twenty
seconds of delay in some of its stations.

Now they're testing a new nechani sm call ed Content Check that
can allow up to ten M NUTES of del ay.

Am | mi ssing something here?

If it takes longer than seven seconds for a presenter or
producer to hit that button they sure shouldn’t have a
license to drive a car!

So what do rock radio listeners think about all this indecency
kaf uffl e?

A Jacobs Medi a-Edi son Research study has shown they are
"concerned” with indecency but want the government to stay
out of regulating radio program content.

74% of respondents agreed that "those who want to listen to
HOWARD STERN shoul d be all owed to do so."

The survey, taken on-line, says few listeners are offended by
what they hear on the radio (55% are "never offended").

70% cal l ed the investigation of radio shows after the JANET
JACKSON SUPER BOW incident an "overreaction." 87%said it
is parents' responsibility to protect children from i ndecent
mat eri al on the radio.

Bit of good sense there. Who said rock radio |isteners had
banged their heads too often?



A NEW Al RLI FT

Let’s face it, talk radio, generally speaking, attracts an
ol der and nore conservative audience. This is true for any
country.

Consequently liberals and the |eft have felt frustratingly
di senfranchi sed

Now Armerican |listeners will have the choice of a dissenting
voi ce. AIR AMERI CA has | aunched in New York, Chicago, San
Franci sco and Los Angeles and Portland and al so on the XM
satellite network.

The enphasis will be on satire, humour and comrentary.

You can find out nbre on-line at ww. central ai rmedi a. com

St arbucks is getting into the music business.

They’ ve just opened a "nmusic café” in Santa Monica, California
that’s equi pped with conputers. So, while you're waiting for
your, what’s |aughingly called, coffee you can select nusic
tracks and create your own custom m x di sc.

Cost? A five song disc, which can be burned in about three
mnutes, is $6.99 with each additional track 99 cents.

Yes, this service will be coming to a Starbucks near you as
the service could expand to 2,500 stores in two years as the
conmpany has entered into agreements with nost nmajor record
conpani es.

Insulting Pygmies is just not on.
That’s according to the Canadi an Broadcast Standards Counci l

They say that CIGL/M X 97 afternoon host JOEY MARTI N made
"i nappropriate" comments when he read a news report about
canni balistic practices in the North Eastern Congo and said

that Pygmies are sweet |ike |obsters.

The CBSC cal |l ed the comrent “nocki ng and dehumani zing to
pygm es”

A pygny representative approached asked for a comment but
stormed out when he was asked to keep it short. Only Kidding!

HELEN TERRY, a receptionist in the UK, got permanent scarring
on her backsi de caused by frostbite after she sat on dry ice in
2001.



She was taking part in a BRMB/Birm ngham stati on contest called
“The Cool est Seats in Town” to win tickets and backstage passes
for a concert.

She, along with another contestant, has just settled a | awsuit
for an undi scl osed anobunt. A third suit is pending.

A bummer for the station.

VWHY DIDN' T | THI NK OF THAT?

ALI' N FARCAS, a Romani an jock on M X-FMin Bucharest...(yes
there’s even a Mx-FMin Bucharest!)...locked hinself in
his studio, threatened to junp froma balcony if they cut
himoff air, and denmanded the approx. US$425 he was owed

in back salary.

The siege lasted four hours before the police sonehow got
to himand took himinto custody.

No word on whet her he got his noney. Good try though

CRAZY HOWARD MCGEE, the breakfast/norning host at Chicago’s
urban outlet WGCI put up his own noney and rented the theatre
for 220 of his loyal listeners to go and see Mel G bson’'s
“The Passion of the Christ”.

To get in, all you had to do was say: “l’'mhere for the crazy
nmovi e ni ght”!

This is terrific fun.

Think of a nusician you |ike, say, Van Mrrison or Norah Jones.
Put the name into the search field at MisicPl asma. Now watch

as the site shows you simlar artists and, depending on the size
of the sphere, their popularity.

Right-click to zoomin or out, click a sphere to bring it to
centre and click Last Maps (in the box) for a history of who

you checked out.

http://ww. nusi cpl asma. com

Thanks to Bob Price for that one.

The plan is to grow the |ist of people taking this e-letter
and encourage interactivity from our readers.

To do this | need your help



If there is anyone you know either in or outside the radio
i ndustry who would like to receive THE RADI O WAVE pl ease
sinply ask to be subscribed by sending a blank e-mail to:

radi owave@l | about r adi 0. net

As you know it's free and you can unsubscribe at any time.

Hey...if every subscriber signed one other person on we'd
doubl e our base overni ght. The nore people we have the nore
clout we can build in the industry.
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