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FOR RADI O WAVE READERS WHO LI VE NEAR SYDNEY AUSTRALI A

Radi o schools are not all the same. As you investigate each
school, it will becone quite obvious that each school offers
different levels of training in radio broadcasting.

Unfortunately, sone radio schools, amunt to nothing nore

than social gatherings with little or no tine devoted to

the student's true needs and expectations, often using outdated
or poorly functioning equi pment.

VWi | st other schools, which may be affiliated with a university,
are excellent, utilising today's equi pnent, but, beyond the
reach of nost students because of their |imted annual intake
geographic location or high entry fees.

An interesting exercise is on the hone page of our radio
school site where you can “rate a radio school”

Pl ease note the new URL for the school.



www. r adi oschool . bi z

This is our final issue for 2003.

To be honest | never thought we'd make it this far.

Reason being ny professional life has beconme kinda busy.
Not ny personal life because |I don’t have one. Just as
well I"mnot married! (anynore x 3)

So | keep saying to nyself (I’ma good |listener) “why are
you spending all this financially unproductive time witing
this newsletter when there is so nuch other stuff to do?”

Then | receive a whole lot of positive feedback fromny
subscribers plus interesting reactions to sone of the
stories and | realise that we do have sonething good here
so | keep going.

Encour agi ngly we have a whole | ot of new subscribers so a
very special welcone to you guys

This newsletter is ainmed at people who'd |ike to be in radio,
newbi es who've just started and full -time professionals.

Any comments you have about anything you read here pl ease
Il et me have them

Anyt hing you need help or advice with...ask. If | can't
provide the answer 1'Il find someone who can

If you d like to contribute an article...you re wel cone.

You can reach ne at ian@l | aboutradi o. net

Meantinme may | wish you and yours a truly happy Christnmas
season and a vastly inmproved New Year.

And for those of us who' Il be working through the holiday
season...just renmenber you aren’t alone. The industry owes
us a lot. Yeah. | know. They won't pay!

GREGG WHI TESI DE. . . AAHHH! NO MORE! DEFI NI TELY!

I"’mstill getting the occasional enmmil asking me what G egg
Whiteside said in the corridors of classical station WOXR
New York to get himthe sack. | DON T KNOAN NO ONE KNOWS!

e.g. this e-mail: “I looked further into this and apparently

it was a remark nade to Sam Hall privately that was overheard
and construed to be anti-Senmtic.

Hal | has enough experience in reading the news for decades
and shoul d have advi sed Whiteside to be open about the remark



and apol ogi ze for it. But everyone namkes mni stakes
and the Tinmes' self-righteous conduct is bizarre and
unfortunate.

M chael Kal man”

If you want to sign the petition to get himback it’'s
at http://www.petitiononline.com/gwp3wagxr/petition.html

Pl ease bring this guy back! There are too many people
hurting out there! 1’ve never heard on air himbut he nust
have been a total star!

H | an,
I was wondering if in the next issue of the radio wave you
could give a plug to a project |I'mworking on.

| trying to create a website for people who are in comunity
radi o who hel p each other to create great sounding by sharing
their skills and know edge.

pl ease visit http://hone.iprinmus.com au/ dkaar na/ r adi oexchange
for nore info.

Cheers

Dani el Kaar ma
dkaar ma@ pri nus. com au

COMMENT: This is a terrific idea and | hope it happens,
Dani el . Keep in touch

If you were subscribing | ast February you may recall | ran
a story about The Last Radio Station which, in fact, is a
great little internet station that chucks formats out the
wi ndow and plays what it |ikes.

Programers would call this “eclectic” or sonething.
Well, it took 10 nmonths but the fol ks behind the project

got to find out about the nention and | received this
e-mail...

M. MRae

Thanks for the recent nmention of The Last Radio Station

in the February issue of your newsletter. | was not aware
of it until | did a Google search on the LRS just for kicks

and your site cane up.

Back in February we were keeping rather irregular hours
wi th the webcast, which nostly operated during the overnight
hours. However, we have since shifted our online hours



to 3 PMeastern USA tine until whenever

Most people don't keep vanpire hours so we have found

this increases our |listenership somewhat. W have received
much positive response fromonline |isteners who enjoy our
format-less presentation.

If you would |like to check us out, we can be heard directly
fromthe server at:

http://66.26.52.16: 8000/

Note the new I P address. If you'd like to take the grand
tour, go to:

http://home.nc.rr.conf gttyson/| astradi o. htm

Sorry we weren't there when you last tried to hear us,
but if you'll hit the site after 3 PMeastern USA tine
you should get an earful nobst any day of the week

Keith Lake
The Last Radio Station

COMMENT: Well, even if they're not on the air when you
visit, the web site is worth a cruise especially the
interview with Keith.

You mightn't be familiar with the market’'s nenti oned here but
you' || get the nmessage in this edited emnil from Marcus Fitz-
Ger al d.

I couldn't agree nore with David Hague's comments on Sydney
radio. His comment: "it mystifies ne that when these current
‘rock' stations create their Top 100 countdowns or conpile
their top albumlists, they don't seemto get the hint from
the voters (the public) there IS nusic we would |ike to hear
nmore of "

That's easily explained isn't it? Stations take no notice
of feedback like that - the only feedback they followis

the m sguided tracking that npst stations are addicted on
whil e they | oose perspective of the w der nmarket.

| used to go on holidays and | ook forward to Sydney radio

(I live in Brisbane) - but this tinme, | felt as if the
mar ket had burnt itself out and that left nme feeling sad —
not for myself - but for radio in general. | ended up station

surfing listening out for the announcer breaks and ot her
station el enents.

Yes, AC Nielsen do surveys that prospective/current clients
seem to accept, but | wonder what the reaction would be if
a survey was done on if prospective/current listeners of



Sydney (and surrounds) conmercial radio were actually
happy/satisfied with what they had to listen to.

More stations is not the answer - that's just asking for
nore of the sane.

Ki nd regards,
Mar cus Fitz-Gerald

The story about bicyclists being upset by on-air conments
made the major wire services. Presenters suggested that
drivers should throw bottles at cyclists or hit themwith
open car doors

The weird thing was that the comments were made in three
separate U. S. narkets on three separate radi o stations. The
only common denom nator was that they were all C ear Channe
outlets.

CLEVELAND, Chio (AP) --Bicyclists are demanding that the
nation's largest radi o group be punished because disc jockeys
at three stations nmade on-air comments they say encouraged
drivers to throw bottles at bike riders or hit themw th open
car doors

They say the nmorning show hosts at Cl ear Channel Communicati ons
stations in Clevel and, Houston and Ral ei gh, North Caroli na,

al so suggested notorists blast horns at cyclists, and speed
past them and slamon their brakes in front of them

"DJs encouraging the masses to hurt people in any formis
i nsipid, and should not go unpunished,” said Edwin D. Reeves,
30, a cyclist and ceram c engineer in St. Louis.

The conpany won't release transcripts or tapes of the broadcasts,
but the three stations apol ogized on the air and Cl ear Channe
donated $10,000 and air tine to pronpte bicycle safety.

The coments started June 30 on WMJI in Clevel and when one
of the morning show personalities conplained that a group of
bi cyclists had held himup in traffic near his hone.

"The other guys started chimng in," said |istener Don Barnett,
servi ce manager at Century Cycles in Medina. "Then it escal at ed.
Peopl e started calling in."

Simlar remarks cane weeks later on WDCG- FM i n Ral ei gh and
KLOL- FM i n Houst on.

Loi s Cowan, 42, who owns the Century Cycles shops in the

Cl evel and area, filed a conplaint with the Federal Conmunications
Conmi ssion asking it to fine the conpany or take away the
licenses of the three stations.



"They shoul dn't be advocating things that kill people,"” Cowan said.

She says she's received nore than 5,000 e-mails fromcyclists
about the issue.

Dor ot hy Nance of Raleigh said she and her husband sold their
Cl ear Channel stock after she heard the bicycle comments on
WDCG on Sept enber 22

Nance said the announcers were "egging |listeners on, by
encouraging harmto cyclists." Suggestions included throw ng
soft drink bottles, she said.

Thomas F. Val one, owner of seven outdoor clothing and equi pment
stores in North Carolina, pulled "a few thousand dollars" worth
of advertising fromthe Raleigh station because of the coments.

FCC | awyers refuse to conment on specific conplaints.

"We got a conplaint about that and we are acting on that," FCC
Chairman M chael K. Powell told the cyclists. (End of story)

Later , the CEO of C ear Channel issued a further apology in
a letter to the League of Anerican Bicyclists. It said the
conpany had taken disciplinary action (including one firing)
and that its stations would be |aunching a road safety

canpai gn.

Personally | can understand the frustrations that probably
caused the coments. |In Sydney, once a nonth, a |arge group
of cyclists who call thenselves Critical Mass, cross the
Har bour Bridge at the evening peak tinme tying up traffic
and causing all sorts of hassles.

Apparently they’' re maki ng some sort of point but no-one
seens to know precisely what it is. Wiy the police let them
get away with it is another nystery. However, every tinme it
happens the air-waves are full of people making very simlar
conments to those made in Anmerica

As far as | know no apol ogi es have been nmade and no-one’s
been fired. Nor should they be.

SEX I N CHURCH HAS MASS DI SAPPROVAL.

You may remenber the now i nfanous stunt on the Opie and
Ant hony Show where a couple were dared to have sex in a church

Well, the end result is that Loretta Harper, the wonman invol ved
in the incident in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, has been sentenced
to five days comunity service for disorderly conduct.

Meanwhi |l e the comic Paul Mercurio, who reported the play-by-
pl ay before he got involved in a confrontation with church
staff and the police, got seven days community service



The only person to have escaped the long armof the lawis
Loretta’ s boyfriend who apparently died in Septenber.

It woul d have been a nice touch if the funeral had been
held at St. Patrick’s.

Anot her silly radio station stunt gone wong. This one on the
Gold Coast. If you don’t know, the Cold Coast is

a prem er Australian coastal resort. A bit l|ike Waikiki.

A new FM station has just opened in the market and the

i ncumbents are pani cking.

I can just hear the conversation at their “think-tank”
meeting. “What we need is a publicity stunt. | know
Let’s dunp frozen chickens everywhere and claimit’s
nothing to do with us. Har-har har!”

Here’'s the story as reported in The Gold Coast Bulletin.

I AMglad to see that the radio station Sea FM adnitted to
The Bulletin responsibility for the disgraceful stunt they
pul l ed on Tuesday norni ng, when they dunmped 200 rotten

chi ckens on our beautiful beaches.

They sure had a different story when my famly got into
contact with them

I was told by two different enployees at Sea FM that they
had nothing to do with the stunt and | was wasting nmy tine
talking to them about it; one of themactually hung up on ne.

Sea FMif this is your idea of a joke. I'lIl be listening to a
different station in future.

Jenny WAt er man Benowa

This letter to the editor reflects the views of the majority
of the GC public who were outraged by SEA FM s irresponsible
and ill-thought action of dunping frozen chickens at various
sites.

600 in the Tweed River, 100 @Northcliffe Beach and 100 @
Mai n Beach.

This is all after very destructive storns and all 'clean-up
organi sati ons were focussed on hel ping clean up public and
private properties - they then had to divert some attention
to this very childish act.

Thi nk of how many honel ess and needy people coul d' ve benefited
fromall those chickens. What a slap in the face to all charity



organi sations to waste all that perfectly good food, so many
deserving people coul d ve benefited.

Don't forget the environmental /health risk. The rivers and
beaches al ready were coping with stormvater downfall and then
were burdened with the pollution of all those chickens.

SEA FMinitially refused to pay for clean up and then took
a long while to apol ogi se.

Northcliffe is ny hone beach when I'm down at the Coast and
I can assure you all, the club nmenbers are none too happy at
all with SEA FM s inconprehensi bl e actions.

SEA FM desperately thought this would win them sone |isteners,
how wrong, it's only created the biggest PR disaster in a |ong
whil e by an Australian radio station.

Yet another negative act from the paranoid, uninaginative
"l eaders” of 90.9 SEA FM

Hi ghl y di sappoi nti ng.

The Li stener
(End of story)

Rem nds nme of another infamus stunt by an Anerican radio
station that threw a nunmber of turkeys out of a helicopter
not realising that turkeys can't fly!

Rock station WBAB/ FM-Long Island is copping backlash from
listeners after norning drive presenter John Parise told
kids that Santa is none other than mom and dad.

The station had been pronoting a big announcenent at 7:20am
It was big all right. John Parise told children to | ook for
presents at honme and expl ained the inpossibility of one man
delivering gifts across the world.

PD John O sen said he reviews the content of all shows before
they air. “We may not agree with everything,” he told New York

Newsday, “but we support their right to free speech - even
if it may cause sonme controversy.”

Parise said he’'s not sorry for what he said but how he said it.

It's not been decided if he' Il be punished but | bet he's
on Santa’s “naughty” |ist!

In the UK the Radio Authority is investigating GALAXY 102.2
in BIRM NGHAM for a "Bank It or Burn It" contest. This ended
up with the station, upon a listeners' vote, burning £5, 000.



instead of giving it to a listener for "a boob job and hair
ext ensi ons. "

The stunt drew conpl ains and the Church of England is al so
reportedly considering a conplaint after the station declined
to give the cash to charity instead

How often do we hear station managenent saying: “Do you think
we have noney to burn?” Well, in this case, it |ooks Iike
they did!

Howard Stern went on the Late Show with David Letternman and
attacked the radi o industry...again.

“Media Investors Report” says: “Three different tines, [Stern]
cane back to the subject until he made his point that radio
hasn't changed creatively while radio advertising has stooped
to new levels in its desperation for noney. Wile Stern was
biting the hand that feeds him his conments shoul d not

fall on deaf ears.”

Howard Stern said: "Radio hasn't changed - it's still a horrible
medi um Look at what's happened. Nothing has progressed in
radio. I'mstill fantastic. I'mstill doing nmy thing. But

we have Rush Li nbaugh on heroin or a heroin substitute, which
really took nme by surprise. Sonething's finally happened in radio.”
He al so said the radio business is hurting. “Wen | first

got to ny radio station, they wouldn't even take an adverti senent

from Pl ayboy. They consi dered that too pornographic.”

“We had a product on the other day [that nmakes a man’s] buttocks
snel|l better. It's a creamthat you put on. So | go to the

GM of our radio station and | said, “Have things gotten this

bad that this is what we're up to?” And he said, "Yeah it's
gotten bad.’ It's very difficult to nmake a living in radio.”

M nd you Howard Stern hasn’'t done too badly out of it.

APPLE' S i- TUNES HAS APPEAL.

Topping the Iist of Tine Magazine's “Cool est Inventions of
2003 was...(no, it was not President Bush's claimof weapons
of mass destruction in lraq)...Apple Conputer’s i Tunes Misic
Store.

Tinme Mag. explained its choice by saying that the downl oad
service found “a m ddl e ground between record | abels and
digital pirates.”

True to form Steve Job’s conpetitors i mediately junped on
t he bandwagon

NADER NUKES NETWORKI NG



Former Green Party presidential candi date and consunmer advocate
Ral ph Nader says he will reveal his specific plan to reverse
radio consolidation in a speech this week at Forecast 2004. The
conference is being held by Radio Ink in New York.

The speech will be so contentious he's requested two body guards.

Radio Ink is saying that, if successful, Nader's actions
could bring devastation to the industry. Radio stocks could
pl umret .

Radio Ink is also saying this because it’s a great pronotion
for the event.

However, the question does arise can Ral ph Nader rip broadcast
licenses fromthe hands of radi o' s biggest conpanies?

Can Arerica's biggest consuner advocate force Congress to
reverse radio consolidation? It may seem far-fetched, but

when broadcasters hear his specific plan to unwi nd deregul ati on,
it will send shockwaves throughout the industry.

In fact Ral ph Nader recently filed petitions to the FCC to
deny renewal of 63 Clear Channel broadcast |icenses.

But Cl ear Channel is not his only target. Every consolidated
radio conpany is a potential target. M. Nader says he
intends to return radio to "the public interest,” and

claimse he will take this fight all the way to the Suprene
Court, if necessary.

The conference is Decenber 9'h and 10'". so by the tinme you
read this the nerde nmay have hit the fan!

Denocratic presidential candi date Howard Dean has said that,
if elected President, he’'d “break up giant nedia enterprises.”

He said, “There's too nuch penetration by single corporations
in media markets all over this country. W need l|locally owned
radio stations. There are only two or three radio stations
left in Vernont where you can get |ocal news anynore.”

I betcha you won’t be hearing any “Howard Dean for President”
nmessages on Cl ear Channel!”

A nmost bizarre plan was announced by fierce Sydney talk radio
rivals Radio 2UE and 2GB.

For those who don’t know the market these two have been conpetitors
for years with 2UE al ways wel | ahead of 2GB. That is until 2GB,
realising they could never win, decided that, rather than try to
beat them they woul d beconme t hem



So they waved the cheque book with a few incentives thrown in and
got a nunmber of 2UE' s high-profile presenters to switch allegi ances.
These included top-rating breakfast personality Al an Jones and
sports and tal k- back personality Ray Hadl ey.

This worked spectacularly for 2GB who very quickly becane Sydney’s
nunber one station.

Then cane the announcenment that the two stations were | ooking
at merging their news, sales and engi neering operations and both
woul d finish up in the same buil ding.

When the announcerent of the 2UE/ 2GB newsroom nerger was

made to 2UE staff there were tears in the newsroom as bewi | dered
reporters wondered about their jobs and about their ability

to conpete with their rival under the new arrangenent.

O her reaction included a strong response fromthe Medi a
Al'liance’s Chris Warren, who believed the joint venture
shoul d be investigated, and a warning fromthe Australian
Broadcasting Authority that they will “look closely” at the
pr oposal

Anyway after a firestorm of opposition, including political
and listener reaction, the nerger was called off.

Unl ess there was a hidden agenda we don’t know about it’s
difficult to understand how anybody in their right mnd
could really believe such a merger woul d work.

Meantinme, 2UE now has its own problens. JOHN LAWS has

been accused by the ABA with 19 viol ations of ABA rules
about sponsor identification, which could earn the station
up to $1 mllion in fines.

The breaches appear fairly minor with John saying "our

sponsor"” instead of "ny sponsor,"” but it's really a case

of “here we go again” after a previous pay-for-talk case

i nvol ving 2UE, LAW5, and former 2UE host (now at 2GB) ALAN JONES

This is a terrific alternative to regular encycl opaedi as:

WKIPEDIA is a free resource that is not only available for
your use but can be edited by you, too

It's multilingual and the great thing is that it’'s continually
bui | di ng and updati ng. When you need quick information
it's another place to go.

www. wi Ki pedi a. org

The plan is to grow the |ist of people taking this e-letter



and encourage interactivity fromour readers.

To do this | need your help

If there is anyone you know either in or outside the radio
i ndustry who would like to receive THE RADI O WAVE pl ease
sinmply ask to be subscribed by sending a blank e-mail to:

radi owave@l | about r adi 0. net

As you know it's free and you can unsubscribe at any tine.

Hey...if every subscriber signed one other person on we’'d
doubl e our base overnight. The nore people we have the nore
clout we can build in the industry.
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